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Agriscience Fair Prequalifying Rubric 

Area Total Points 
Possible 

High Points 
5-4 

Medium Points 
3-2 

Low Points 
1-0 

Points 
Earned 

Title Page 5 Points 

Title precisely describes 
the work with no more 
than 3 lines and 15 words 
maximum. All numbers, 
chemical elements and 
compounds should be 
spelled out. Page should 
include Agriscience Fair 
category and division, 
student name, grade, 
school and school ad-
dress. No spelling or 
grammar errors are pre-
sent. 

Title vaguely describes 
the work with no more 
than 3 lines and 15 words 
maximum. All numbers, 
chemical elements and 
compounds should be 
spelled out. Page should 
include student name, 
grade, school and school 
address. Minor spelling 
or grammar errors are 
present. 

Title poorly describes the 
work and includes more 
than 3 lines and 15 words 
maximum. All numbers, 
chemical elements and 
compounds are not 
spelled out. Page should 
include student name, 
grade, school and school 
address. Excessive 
spelling or grammar er-
rors are present. 

  

Area Total Points 
Possible 

High Points 
5-4 

Medium Points 
3-2 

Low Points 
1-0 

Points 
Earned 

Abstract 
5 Points 

 

Abstract is brief and con-
cisely describes the pur-
pose, methods, results 
and conclusion. Abstract 
does not include title or 
cited references. Abstract 
is no longer than one 
page. Arrangement 
makes the purpose, pro-
cedure and conclusion 
clear. No spelling or 
grammar errors are pre-

Abstract  describes the 
purpose, methods, re-
sults and conclusion. Ab-
stract does not  include 
title or cited references. 
Abstract is longer than 
one page. Arrangement 
makes the purpose, pro-
cedure and conclusion 
vague. Minor spelling or 
grammar errors are pre-
sent. 

Abstract is poorly de-
scribes the purpose, 
methods, results and con-
clusion. Abstract  includes 
title or cited references. 
Abstract is  longer than 
one page. Arrangement 
makes the purpose, pro-
cedure and conclusion 
are not clear. Excessive 
spelling or grammar er-
rors are present. 

 

Area Total Points 
Possible 

High Points 
5-4 

Medium Points 
3-2 

Low Points 
1-0 

Points 
Earned 

Introduction 
10 Points 
Weighted 

Area 

Introduction answers the 
question  "Why was the 
work done?" and clearly 
states the problem that 
justifies the research be-
ing conducted, purpose of 
research, findings of earli-
er work, general ap-
proach and objectives. No 
spelling or grammar er-
rors are present. 

Introduction answers the 
question  "Why was the 
work done?" and vaguely 
states the problem that 
justifies the research be-
ing conducted, purpose 
of research, findings of 
earlier work, general ap-
proach and objectives. 
Minor spelling or gram-
mar errors are present. 

Introduction  does not 
answers the question  
"Why was the work 
done?" and does not 
states the problem that 
justifies the research be-
ing conducted, purpose 
of research, findings of 
earlier work, general ap-
proach and objectives. 
Excessive spelling or 
grammar errors are pre-

_____X
2 

=_____ 
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Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

Literature  

Review 

10 Points 
Weighted 

Area 

The review details 
what information cur-
rently exists concerning 
the research project. 
The information listed 
are materials used in 
the research and mate-
rial cited include arti-
cles about similar stud-
ies, similar research 
methods, history of the 
research area and oth-
er items that support 
the current knowledge 
base for the topic and 
how the project might 
complement existing 
information.  

The review poorly de-
tails what information 
currently exists con-
cerning the research 
project. The infor-
mation listed may or 
may not be  materials 
used in the research. 
Some materials cited 
include articles about 
similar studies, similar 
research methods, his-
tory of the research 
area. How the project 
might complement ex-
isting information is 
not clear.  

The review doesn’t de-
tail what information 
currently exists con-
cerning the research 
project. There is no 
information listed or it 
does no reference ma-
terials used in the re-
search. No information  
cited includes articles 
about similar studies, 
similar research meth-
ods, history of the re-
search area.  

How the project might 
complement existing 
information is not 

_____
X2 

=____
_ 

Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

Materials and 
Methods 

20 Points 
Weighted 

Area 

Clearly written to ena-
ble others to repro-
duce the results dupli-
cating the study. Sec-
tion is written in third 
person, encompasses 
all materials required 
and state the hypothe-
sis. If used, the statisti-
cal procedure is includ-
ed. No spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present. 

Not written clearly to 
enable others to repro-
duce the results dupli-
cating the study. Sec-
tion may or may not be 
written in third person, 
encompasses all mate-
rials required and state 
the hypothesis. The 
statistical procedure 
are included but are 
unclear. Minor spelling 
or grammar errors are 
present. 

Written poorly so that 
others cannot repro-
duce the results dupli-
cating the study. Sec-
tion is not written in 
third person, does not 
encompasses all mate-
rials required for the 
research and the hy-
pothesis is not stated. 
The statistical proce-
dure are not included. 
Excessive spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present. 

_____
X4 

=____
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Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

Results 
20 Points 
Weighted 

Area 

Results of the project 
are summarized. 
Trends and relation-
ships are clearly ad-
dressed. No conclu-
sions are made in this 
section. Data that can 
stand alone in the form 
of tables and/or figures 
are included. Tables/
figures should have 
headings, labels and 
proper use of measure-
ment. Captions are in-
cluded for each table/
figure and are at least 2 
font sizes smaller than 
font in table/figure and 
are single spaced. No 
spelling or grammar 
errors are present. 

Results of the project 
are incompletely sum-
marized. Trends and 
relationships are 
vague. No conclusions 
are made in this sec-
tion. Data that can 
stand alone in the form 
of tables and/or figures 
are sometimes includ-
ed. Tables/figures 
should have headings, 
labels and proper use 
of measurement. Cap-
tions are included for 
each table/figure and 
are at least 2 font sizes 
smaller than font in 
table/figure and are 
single spaced. Minor 
spelling or grammar 

Results of the project 
are poorly summarized. 
Trends and relation-
ships are not ad-
dressed.  Data that is 
not appropriately in-
cluded as tables and 
figures and lacks head-
ing, labels and proper 
use of measurement. 
Captions are not in-
cluded for each table/
figure. Excessive 
spelling or grammar 
errors are present. 

_____
X4 

=____
_ 

Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

Discussion and 
Conclusion 

20 Points 
Weighted 

Area 

Conclusions are clearly 
drawn directly from 
the results of the study 
and relate directly to 
the hypothesis. Brief 
recap of the results is 
included and shown 
how they were founda-
tion of the study. 
Sound reasoning is 
shown that conclusions 
are based on results 
and literature. Discus-
sion refers to facts and 
figures in the results 
section. No spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present. 

Conclusions are un-
clearly drawn directly 
from the results of the 
study and partially re-
late directly to the hy-
pothesis. Brief recap of 
the results is included 
and shown how they 
were foundation of the 
study. Unsound rea-
soning is shown that 
conclusions are based 
on results and litera-
ture. Discussion refers 
to facts and figures in 
the results section. Mi-
nor spelling or gram-
mar errors are present. 

Conclusions are not 
drawn directly from 
the results of the study 
and do not relate di-
rectly to the hypothe-
sis. No recap of the 
results is included or 
poorly shows how they 
were foundation for 
the study. Conclusions 
are not based on re-
sults or literature. Dis-
cussion poorly refers to 
the facts and figures in 
the results section. Ex-
cessive spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present. 

_____
X4 

=____
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Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

References 5 Points 

References listed are 
significant, published 
and relevant sources. 
APA citation style is 
used. No spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present. 

References listed are 
somewhat significant, 
published and relevant 
sources. APA citation 
style is used. Minor 
spelling or grammar 
errors are present. 

References listed are 
not significant, pub-
lished and relevant 
sources. APA citation 
style is not used. Exces-
sive spelling or gram-
mar errors are present.   

Area 
Total Points 

Possible 
High Points 

5-4 
Medium Points 

3-2 
Low Points 

1-0 
Points 
Earned 

Acknowledge-
ments 

5 Points 

Detailed list or para-
graph is included ac-
knowledging anyone 
who assisted with any 
aspect of the project 
and how they helped. 
No spelling or grammar 
errors are present. 

A list or paragraph is 
included acknowledg-
ing anyone who assist-
ed with any aspect of 
the project. Minor 
spelling or grammar 
errors are present. 

A list or paragraph is 
not included acknowl-
edging anyone who 
assisted with any as-
pect of the project and 
how they helped. Ex-
cessive spelling or 
grammar errors are 
present.   

Total Points = 100   


